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  Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support of the Higher Education Amendments of   1998, H.R. 6,
and the tremendous help this bill will provide to our nation's   higher education system. The
students of today will be the leaders of tomorrow,   and we owe it to them to provide the best
possible opportunities for furthering   their education beyond high school. In the global economy
of today, our children   will need more and better skills to compete with their counterparts from
around   the world. Congress can significantly help this effort by providing low-cost   loans, more
scholarship opportunities, and programs that encourage partnerships   among all levels of
government and educational institutions.   

  There are a few provisions in H.R. 6 I would like to mention specifically   that relate to the third
district of Oregon which I represent. First is the   Urban Community Service Grant program.
Under this program, funds are made   available to institutions to help link the assets of
institutions such as   Portland State University, attended by many of my constituents, to the
needs of   urban communities. This program is the only one in the Department of Education  
that speaks directly to urban institutions and has made a real difference for   those institutions
throughout the country.   

  

  PSU's project is community-based and focuses on urban ecosystems. It serves   more than
1,000 schoolchildren and demonstrates that learning the basics about   mathematics, science,
and social studies can involve `real work' experiences   through community service learning. In
this project, curriculum topics arise   from real issues identified by people in the community. As
a result, students   perceive their classroom experiences as relevant and are more motivated to 
 participate in educational activities.   

  

  Some examples of the work students performed include:   

  

  Building and monitoring bird boxes for the Oregon Department of Fish and   Wildlife;   

  

  Discussing Portland's infamous combined sewage overflow problem with   residents and
disconnection of downspouts to help alleviate the problem; and   

  

  Planting and maintaining a butterfly and bird garden.   

  

  Parents, the business community, local government, and nonprofit   organizations are involved
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in and contribute to the program's success.   Volunteers work with students in an urban
ecosystems environment to apply the   fundamentals of science and math to projects that make
a difference to the   community. This program is unique because it addresses middle school  
children--those who are at an age when they will either succeed or fail in   school--and their
families.   

  

  Second, I strongly support the Federal Financial aid provisions in the bill.   I am pleased the bill
`fixes' the independent student eligibility for Pell Grant   issue. Last year's revisions to the tax
code made one thing clear--access to   higher education is key to the nation's ability to maintain
economic   competitiveness. Even more needs to be done to encourage those without financial  
resources to attend college. As Oregon's primary urban university, Portland   State University
serves many students who are independent or who have little or   no family resources for a
college education. At PSU, Federal financial aid means   access. About 8,000 of our students
receive financial aid, that's more than half   of the student population. Clearly, more financial aid
will mean more students   will attend college.   

  

  I also support the bill's position on lowering the interest rate on Student   loans. PSU students
are increasing their indebtedness to get a college degree.   Since 1986-87, student borrowing at
PSU has increased from $7.7 million to $43.9   million. This is due to a number of factors--the
cost of education has risen,   funding for grants has not keep pace with inflation, and loans are
now available   primarily to middle and upper income students. Although loans are made
available   to families who don't have savings or other resources for higher education,   soaring
amounts of debt are still placed on our students. The high level of   indebtedness now
associated with attending college is of concern to both myself   and my constituents.   
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